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iirst, and the complicated catamaran
sank. But Tripp and his builders added
a few wooden planks in propitious
places to raise the waterline, and the
venture turned successful enough to
win the keg of beer.

Beer flows faster than the river, it
seems, and while the celebrants ashore
were whooping it up with six-packs,

many of the ha_ppy-go-lucky crews
carried their own drinking supplies
while they raced.

“I remember one year,” said Carl
Ellison, a former Mayor of Essex and a
crew member this year, ‘“‘when we kept
a keg of beer in an outhouse on the stern
of our raft. A fellow from another boat
wanted to use the outhouse and came
aboard. While he was in there, it
fell overboard. All you could hear,
though, were people yelling: ‘Save the
beer' 9
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Tammg the Wild R1ver Huck Finn Style

Beer-drinlung can lead to rowdiness
and rowdiness to more serious trouble,
though, when a small town is overrun
with racers, their families, friends and
spectators. This year saw over a dou-
bling in entries as well as problems.

““The town can’t handle it any more,”’
said Richard Riggio, First Selectman
of Essex. ““There’s no room here for all
the boats, the masses of people, and all
the other things associated with-the
race. We're already crowded enough on
Saturdays just by snghtseexs

Foreclosure at Candlewood Lake

ORECLOSURE proceedings

have been started by Hartford

Federal Savings and Loan

against the Suburban Action In-
stitute, owners of a 256-acre parcel of
land on Candlewood Lake. The bank
holds over $3 million worth of mortgage
loans on the property.

The Suburban Action Institute is a
Manhattan-based civil rights organiza-
tion that has fought what it alleges are
discriminatory and restrictive housing
and zoning practices in the suburban
towns of Connecticut, New York and
New Jersey. Its report on Connecticut
cameout in June.

John Grant, president of Hartford
Federal Savings and Loan, which is
carrying a total of $3,485,000 worth of
loans on the property, said that his at-
torneys had notified him that the first
of the foreclosure hearings will be held
in Danbury ‘Superior Court on Aug. 22.

The institute took title to the property,

at $6.5 mllhon. in October 1977.

According to Paul Davidoff, director
of the institute, the idea was ‘‘to make
it into a public recreation area.” The
institute had hoped, he said, that the
state would cooperate in the venture.
However Mr. Grant says he sees no
likelihood that the state will purchase
the piece for park land and therefore
there is a need to begin proceedings.

The institute, he added, is definitely in

arrears on its payments although he
did not give a figure.

The state is known to have with-—
drawn its interest in the property be-
cause residents of Sherman and New
Fairfield, where the property is locat-
ed, did not want a park.

Mr. Davidoff said he was hoping,
‘“‘that the state would realize this is now
their last chance before a private
developer moves in and buys it from
the bank.””

Moreover, controversy had sur-
rounded the valuation of the property.

Mr. Grant said his bank put it ‘‘at about .

$6 million. Others have appraised it
closer to $12 million.” The state, he be-
lieves, is sensitive to potential criti-
cism for overpaying.

Jim Grehan, executive dlrector of
the Housatonic Valley Regional Coun-
cil of Elected Officials, says Mr. David-
off had approached him “and also the
Connecticut Conference of Municipal-
ities to try to persuade us to purchase
the land. But I do not feel anybody is
really interested.”

Jonathan Chew, assistant planning
dnrector for the council, suggested that
an added reason mlght be that thé
property already had a ““controversial
name” in the area.

Human Rights Commissioner Arthur
Green has ruled that there was no con-
flict of interest.

‘“We were not interested in holding it
for: profit or in making any money at
all,” Mr. Davidoff said. ‘At the time

- we considered it to be a rare oppor-

tunity to acquire a unique piece of
property in the public interest.” a
ANDREE BROOKS

« ‘““When the race proposal comes up
again, we will have to reconsider hold-
ing it in its present form,” Riggio
added. ‘“‘And we may vote not to hold it
atall.”

But Burton, for one (there are about
40 committee members in all responsi-
ble for the race), is not about to let that
happen. Though the post-race party on
the island is one of the leading attrac-
tions, he said, the race has become too
large to handle properly and puts too
much pressure on the towns of Essex
and Deep River.

“In our first race, we had five rafts.
The next year it was 16 and the year
after that 57. This year we had 110
entries, and that’s enough,” he said.
“I’'m going to propose limiting the fu-
ture races to no more than 110 rafts.
What with all the spectator boats and
the thousands of other people trying to
get from the mainland over to the is-
land, it’s become a madhouse.”

It costs $20 to enter a raft, plus $5 for
each crew member, and the proceeds
g0 to charity, which makes it difficult

- for Essex Selectmen to simply order an
outright halt to the popular event.

“Don’t end a marvelous thing like
this,” said Marilyn Beard, skipperess
of River Queen, ‘““just cut it down to
size. We ladies have been having a ball
in this race ever since we decided we
weren’t going to let the men have all
the fun.”

Last year the women finished sec-
ond, but their secrét, she confided, does
not lie in their strength. “‘It’s practice
and the wonder of having 12 women
able to work closely together. That’s
what this whole river race is about —
togetherness. There’s nothing else in
the world like it, let me tell you.”’ ||
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Crew of raft enjoying the spectacle
and a moment of relaxahon )
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Henredon.

Drexel. Heritage.
Century. Flair. Selig.

Pennsylvania House. Directional.

Just a few of the famous name

Living Rooms

that you know, love and trust.

All. Now 20% off.
Even custom covers, colors and fabrics.

If ybur living room needs panache,
you'd better get to Freedman's

v

- One of the largest selecuons of Men s Clozhmg m Westchester County

OPEN MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY NOON TILL 10 PM
OPEN SATURDAY 10 AM TILL 7 PM

An invitation to see .

BFO’s Collection of

Expensive Famous Brand

Clothing for Fall.

BFO/WALDBAUM SHOPPING CENTER
1745 CENTRAL AVENUE, YONKERS

Just north of Tuckahoe Rd.

Phone (914) 961-6700

Selected from the fashions
of the world’s most famous
manufacturers and designers
and priced usually

below original wholesale.

FAMOUS BRAND VESTED SUITS
None Higher than $95
Others $85, $75, $65 and $55

Our greatest selection ever for Fall . . .
thousands to choose from ... . including fine
pure woolens ... in Traditional and Authentic
designer styles.

FAMOUS BRAND

SPORT COATS & BLAZERS
None Higher than $55
Others $45 and $35

A fantastic selection for Fall including pure
woolens . .. in both European Designer and
Classic Traditional Models.

FAMOUS BRAND
PURE WOOL SLACKS
None Higher than $20

Hand-tailored Gabardines. . . Flannels. ..
Tartan Plaids . .. Serges. Thousands to choose
from in Authentic French Cut or Gentlemen's
Flares. $4i5 elsewhere.

Other Slacks $15 and $10

LUXURY ALL WEATHER COATS

The finest domestic and imported rainwear

in Traditional and European Trench Coat styles.
Many with zip-out linings. All at

Miracle Low Prices.

YOUR MONEY BACK WITHIN 7 DAYS
on any unaltered garment.

We honor the American Express Card,
Master Charge and BankAmericard/VISA

Alterations available on premises
(Yonkers and Manhattan Only)

From Conn. take Rte 95 South to Rte
287 West to Sprain Brook Pkwy

South. Exit at Jackson Ave. Make left.
Go to Central Ave. (Rte 100).. Make
right: Go approx. 2 miles. or N.Y,
Thruway South. Exit 6E to Central
Ave. (Rte 100). Make left. Proceed
approx. %a mile. Store is on left,

Freedman's of Southport Estab-

lished 1913, The “Total Look™

Home Design Center, 2600 Post
Road, Southport, 2565-6161.

Turppike exit 19 eastbound. 20
westbound. Monday, Thursday, Friday
10 to 9. Tuesday, Wednes-

day, Saturday to 6. HOUSE
BEAUTIFUL says we're a

PACE SETTER-store.

. There are hundreds of lush fabrics, '
Style, Comfort, Size, Quality.
Designers selected. All. Now 20%
off. Plus, all our-IDS/ASID resi-
dent designers will be here to
help your “‘bargain” get optimum
position and praise-raising sur-
roundings.

Hurry. Save now.
Living l}ooms, 20% off.

now. All the great ones can be
yours . . . Custom covered to your
mood, taste and ¢choice. Now
every famous name designer in-
spired living room is a big 20% Off,

OTHER LOCATIONS:

MANHATTAN: 149 Fifth Avenue at 21st Street {6th Floor) {212) 254-0059

CLIFTON, N.J.: 550 Getty Avenue (Strassi Factory Bldg. Adjoining the Garden State
Parkway) Phone {201) 546-3300

For openers, Freedman’s offers. . . Gentry Shops (2 locations) - 745 Swilton Center and Tricentre

¢ chairs from $199 to $899
® sofas from $599 to $1899
¢ |ove seats from $449 to $1449

CINCINNATI:
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